Antithrombin III deficiency: a report of 14 cases belonging to three different kindreds.
A hereditary deficiency of AT III is described in 14 subjects belonging to three different kindreds. There is no consanguineity in any of the families investigated. The pattern of inheritance of defect appears autosomal dominant. Seven of the affected subjects presented thrombotic episodes (deep vein thrombosis, splanchnic thrombosis, pulmonary embolization). The main laboratory features were: normal routine clotting tests, decreased AT III activity in all assay systems and concomitantly reduced AT III antigen levels. Crossed immunoelectrophoresis showed only reduced peaks with respect to normal in both plasma and serum. No correlation was found between age of patients and AT III levels.